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FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINGR. 
IMMORAL TENDENCY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
MYTHOLOGY. 


No. 4. 
“Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting.” 
I have glanced at some of the leading fea- 
tures of the Christian Mythology, and, I think, 
-have shown, that the tendency of these is evil 
continually. But, although these doctrines are 
plainly taught by the Bible, there are christians 
who profess not to subscribe to them, but to 
value the inspired writings, as they are called, 
merely on account of the moral code, said to be 
contained in them. It may be well, therefore, 
to go to the text itself; and see whether such 
perniciéus dogmas as those I have treated of, 
could have sprung from a_pure source. 


t= 


I shall say nothing of the morality (save_the 
mark!) of the Old Testament; as, I presume, 
nothing at the present day will be claimed for 
it. “Let the dead rest!” It is the morality of 
the New Testament that christians contend for, 


and it is to this that I shall direct the reader’s| 


attention. 


The New Testament narrative starts out 
with a tale, that puts a very important species 
of morality tothe blush! Let the adult reader 
ponder upon it, and recollect that it is only ne- 
cessary to familiarize the young mind with 
crime, to renderit criminal. Such an example 
too!! No less a personage than the Ruler of 
the Universe, guilty of adultery!! This story 
alone would be enough to put to flight all the 
high pretensions of the book to moral excel- 


lence, but we have even stronger evidence of 


its immoral tendency. 


In the same chapter, lying is sanctioned by 
the example of the writer. We are told that 
events there related, were brought about in 
accordance with a certain prophecy, when, in 
fact, no such prophecy was ever delivered.— 
Let the reader collate Isaiah, vii-1-17, and 8,- 
1-5, with Math. 1-23. We have a genealogy, 
too, which is false. Weare told that Jesus 
Christ was of the line of David, when from the 
most cursory observation, it is plain that the 
story is untrue. Ifhe was the son of Marv and 
of God, he was not of the line of David; yet 
the Bible says he was, and the Bible is high 
authority, whether for truth or falsehood. In- 
spired writings that tell us lies and bawdy sto- 


iries, are rather objectionable as the channel of 
a code of morals. 

In the second chapter of Matthew, we have 
another specimen of falsehood, in the pretenc- 
ed fulfilment of a pretended prophecy. Col- 
late Mat. 2,-1-6, with Micah. 5,-2. Also, as 
‘another instance, collate the 15th verse of the 
same chapter with Hosea 11-1. Also, as 
another, 18th verse of the same chapter, with 
Jeremiah 31-15. Also, as another, the last 
verse of said chapter, with—any thing like it, 
if such can be found, in the Bible. But 
enough of holy lying. 

In the 5th chapter of Matthew, there are 
‘some good moral precepts, but a greater num- 
ber that are decidedly bad. Of the former are, 
‘the precepts—“blessed are the merciful,”— 
“blessed are the pure in heart,”—“hlessed are 
ipeace-makers,” &c., but even these are radi- 
cally defective in holding forth inducements to 
a compliance with them. For instance, “bless- 
ed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
'God,’—a motive flowing from an uncertain 
‘connexion With a distant and uncertain object. 


‘The same sentiment, written by nature upon 
‘the human heart, long before the Bible was 
thought of, teaches that those who entertain it 
‘are blessed by the good offices which it elicits 
|from mankind generally. This is the crying 
evil of all Gospel morality. It is rendered in- 
lefficient by being placed upon a false basis— 
|the connexion between man and God, instead 
of that between man and man. Among the 
|precepts in this chapter of adecidedly immoral 
‘character, is that which encourages theft, and 
that which recommends the non-resistance of 
evil, even when forbearance begets it. 

In the next chapter we are told to “take no 
thought of the morrow.” Now how could any 
one in society follow out this precept, without 
becoming a burthen to his fellow-men? “Take 
no thought, saying, What shall We eat? or, 
| What shall we drink? or, Where withall shall 
we be clothed? (For all these things do the 
Gentiles seek;) But seek ye first the Kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you.” No doubt this 
precept suited very well for the disciples, but 
it would not do forthe mass of mankind. “All 
these things do the Gentiles,” says the text,and 
doubtless these were the goats whose milk sus- 
tained the elect. The precept was intended 
for a certain Class only, and forms no part of a 
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system of good morals, though an important|be not worthy, let your peace return to you.— 
item in the christian code. ‘There are two or|And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear 
three valuable precepts in this chapter, but they | your words, when ye depart out of that house or 
will not suffice to cover the faults of the whole: city, shake off the dust of your feet. Verily I 
even those that are valuable, however, plainly |say unto you, it shall be more tolerable for the 
point to man’s duty without the aid of inspi-|land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 
ration. ; |judgment, than for that city.” In the same 

In the seventh chapter, some moral precepts |chapter, however, sufficient reason is given, 
are found, mixed up with a greater number of| why they and their religion should be treated as 
bad ones and much absurdity and rigmarole-—|the Gergesenes had treated them. “Think 
Nothing, however, but the nonsensical part, is not” says Christ, “that Iam come to send peace 
the original part. At the 12th verse we read:/on earth: I came not to send peace but a sword. 
“Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that |For Iam come to set a man at variance against 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them:— his father,and the daughter against her mcther, 
for this is the law and the prophets.” More |and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in- 
than five hundred years before the christian|law. And a man’s foes shall be they of his 
era, the Chinese law giver, Confucius, wrote,— |own house-hold. He that loveth father or moth- 
“Do to others what you would they should do|er more than me, is not worthy of me; and he 
unto you; and do not unto another, what you that loveth son or daughter more than me, is not 















































would not should be done unto you. Thou only 


needest this law alone; it is the foundation and jas this, “good Lord deliver us!” 


principle of all the rest.” If Jesus Christ ever 
taught this doctrine, he derived it from the Ec- 
lectic Monks, who, directly or indirectly, obtain- 
ed it from India. 
Wm. Jones, (Asiatic Researches, vol. 1, p. 259,) 


“that a connexion existed between the old idol-| 


atrous nations of Egypt, India, Greece and Ita- 
ly, long before the time of Moses.” 

In the eighth chapter, we have an instance of 
that spirit of exclusiveness, so pre-eminently 
christian. At verse 21, a disciple is made to 
say, “Lord, suffer me to go and bury my fath- 
er.” Verse 22.—“But Jesus said unto him, 
follow me; and let the dead bury their dead.” 
The swine-story, too, in the same chapter, is of 
rather doubtful moral tendency. What right 
had Christ to destroy two thousand swine, when 
he could have deprived the demoniacs of their 
devils, as easily without the sacrifice? Sucha 
reformer would be taken up as a vagrant in any 
civilized country in Christendom. No wonder 
that the whole city of the Gergesenes when 
they saw him, “came out and besought Jesus, 
that he should depart out of their coasts.” 
(verse 34. 

There i nothing decidedly immoral or wor- 
thy of notice in the ninth chapter. I pass on 
to the tenth. 

And in this chapter, we have a specimen of 
Levitical arrogance and usurpation, which is 
too characteristic to be passed over without 
quoting the words of the text. “Into whateyer 
city or town ye shall enter, (says Christ to his 
disciples,) inquire who in it is worthy ; and there 
abide till ye go thence. And when ye come 
into a house, salute it. And if the house be 
worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it 





“T am persuaded,” says Sir|a@rtt 


From such morality 


JULIAN. 


worthy of me;” &c. &c. 


— D+o— 
FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. 

Messrs. Editors—The following slanderous 
icle, printed upon a small slip of paper like 
‘a ball ticket, was handed to me by a tavern 
‘keeper in this place, who said it was given to 
‘him by a preacher who staid with him over 
night. Itseems that the orthodox preachers 
and missionaries are in the habit of retailing 
such bits of slander—thinking, that from their 

ishortness, they are more likely to be read. 


“PORTRAIT OF A MODERN INFIDEL.” 
“Extracts from Cheetham’s Life of THomas 
'Parne, published in the city of New York, 
where he died, and corroborated by the testi- 
mony of his physician, Dr. James R. Manley, 
'who is still (1831) a resident of that city. 

“Parne had no good qualities. Incapable of 
friendship, he was vain, envious, malignant; in 
France cowardly, and every where tyrannical. 
In his private dealings he was unjust, never 
thinking of paying for what he had contracted, 
and always cherishing the most deadly resent- 
ments against those who by law compelled him 
to do justice. ‘To those who had been kind to 
him, he was more than ungrateful; for, to in- 
gratitude he added mean and detestable fraud. 
He was guilty of the worst species of seduc- 
tion—the alienation of a wife and children from 
a husband and a father. Filthy and drunken, 
he was a compound of all the vices. 

“On his death-bed, he said to his physician, 
Dr. James R. Manley, I think Ican say what 
they make Jesus Christ to say—*‘My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?? During a 
bout two weeks preceding his death, he would 
call out, in his paroxysms of distress, without 
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intermission, “O Lord, help me,” “God, help “Q Lord help me,” “God help me; 39 “Jesus 
me;” “Jesus Christ, help me ;” “© Lard, help Christ help me,” &c. &c., repeating the same 

e? &ec. , repeating ‘the same expressions, with- expressions without any variation, in a tone of 
wat any variation, in a tone of voice that would voice that would alarm all hearers. Preachers 


| 
alarm the house. 























When asked by Dr. Manley, are ever around them, adding fvel to their fanati- 
“Why do you call upon Jesus Christ to help cism and remorse, telling them to“call on Jesus 













you?” Do you believe that he can help you?” 
“Do you believe in the divinity of Jesus 
Christ?” “Come, now, answer me honestly.— 
I want an answer as from the lips of a dying 
man.” Do you wish to believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God?” Afier a pause of 
some minutes, he answered—“I have no wish | 
to believe on that subject.” 

“ ‘Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 





Christ to help them—to believe that he can 
‘help them; and to believe in his divinity.” They 
‘will, strengthened by the prayers and solici- 
tations of their confessors, say that they “believe 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God; ;"—they will 
then be considered as having died in the faith 
‘and will be preached into heaven. 

“Tet the Christian forsake his belief, and the 
‘superstitious man his unnatural thoughts, and 


unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him re-|let him return unto Nature, and she will guide 
turn unto the Lorp, and he will have mercy|him in the way of Truth, and abundantly bless 


upon him; and to our Gop, for he will abundant- 
ly pardon.” Isaiah, 65; 7. 

‘Published by the American Tract Society, and sold 
at their Depository, No. 144, Nassau-street, New-York ; 
and by Agents in the principal cities and towns in the 
United States.” 

The following parody on the above, is given 
as an answer to tt. 
PORTRAIT OF AN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN. 


Orthodox Christians have few good qualities. 
Incapable of reasoning on the subject of their 
faith, they are generally presumptuous, dogma- 
tic and malignant; in morality, cowardly—in 
Godliness heroic—and to free thinkers tyranni- 
cal and intolerant. In their preachings they 
endeaver to make proselytes, rather than to 
unite men in the practice of the common duties 
of life; and too frequently cherish deadly 
resentments against those who have moral!: 
courage and force of sentiment enough, to 
doubt the divine origin of their absurd creeds.— 
To those who can believe with them, they are 
more than partial; and to partiality they add 
mean and detestible fraud to make converts, 
and to prejudice the public against those who 
have exposed their money making schemes.— 
They are guilty of the worst species of immo- 
ralitv—that of alienating the minds and hearts 
of the members of society, by their remorseless 
degpmas. Ignorant and fanatical, they are a 
compound of all the vices of superstition. 


On their death-beds, many Christians who 
are the innocent dupes ‘of their more knowing 
preachers, are prone to feel doubt whether they 
are really regenerated,& whether the HolyGhost 
has not ceased tostrive with them, and whether 
they have obtained pardon and mercy for their 
imaginary depravity. They are in a condition 
then, tocry ont,“My God,my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” They will then call out in their 
paroxysms of distress, oft without intermission, 








him.” 


PORTRAIT OF THE PHILANTHROPIST THOMAS 
PAINE. 

Parne had many good qualities. Capable of 
the most sincere friendship, he was confiding, 
unsuspicious and conciliating. In France, he- 
reic, and every where democratical. In his pri- 

vate dealings, he was just, always paying for 
what he had contracted, and alw: ays cherished 
the most lively forgiveness of those who igno- 
rantly did him injustice, or even those who 
knowingly did it. To those who had been 
kind to him, he was more than grateful—for, to 
gratitude he added benificence, gifts and lega- 
cies. He practised the best species of benefi- 
cence, by supporting the helpless widow and or- 
phans of a friend who died a martyr to the cause 
of liberty, in the French Revolution. Combin- 
ing genius with talent, they rendered him ca- 
°|pable of practising the high virtues of philan- 
thropy. PALMER. 

Quiney, Til. 

As an accompaniment to theabove, we give the 
following, extracted from a communication in 
the New Orleans “Bec,” of a late date. The 
writer is animadverting upon a sermon on 
Infidelity, delivered by the notorious fanatic, 
Maffit. 

‘Let the dead rest-—I allude to Thomas 
Paine; that great apostle of Liberty; foe to 
kings and princes; the sterling, uncompromis- 
ing, , unflinching advocate of the rights of man 
and the mainspring of the American revolution. 
‘History’ said John Adams, ‘will ascribe the re- 
volution to 'Fhomas Paine.’ And yet it would 
appear from pulpit declarations on infidelity, 
that Paine had done nothing in his whole life 
but curse Gud and drink brandy! And such 
was the picture drawn by Mr. Maffit, that I 
imagined a man with a bottle nose and bloated 
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face full of carbuncles, and named him Tom|should be willing totake one in return. Your 
Paine!! Of this man, who spent his life in the | mock-dignity is rather ridiculous. | 
cause of liberty, and caused tyrants to fearand| I deem it unnecessary to notice further your 
tremble on their thrones; and carved out for us|oft reiterated, and as often refuted, “objec- 
a glorious independence—little is known, I ti-ns,” except to refer our readers, should they 
blush to think of it, in this comtry but what|think the task of sufficient interest, to the past 
has been told us by clergymen!! And what is|discussion. Prevarication and abuse would 
that? Every oneknows. Ask the child, and help you out as far next weck as last, and that 
he will tell you what the preacher said of “Tom |“respectable channel,” the “Shepherd,” would 
Paine.’ He has been weighed in the balance still continue to give vent to columns of smoke 
by the priests, and (strange as it may appear)| weekly. I therefore pass over your “serious 
been found wanting. His foibles have been charges,” “blunders,” “Spanish claims,” &c., 
thrown into one scale, and not one of his virtues and come at once toa subject, the considera- 
(for he had many,) have been put into the oth- tion of which, | promised last week. 
er, lest they might counterbalance the evil—| Ihave attentively examined the pamphlet of 
They show the dark side of the picture, and| Bishop England, and have come to the conclu- 
that is sufficient for their purpose. \sion, that a laboured review of it, (a pamphlet 
Had Thomas Paine never written against|°f 90 pages,) would be about as interesting te 
priestcraft, a monument would have been erect-| the readers of the Examiner, as would a = 
ed tohismemory, and I tremble for the safety |View of “Salem Witcherafi,” or, “Gulliver’s 
of this republic, when I think of the success of) Travels.” — It is absolutely beneath criticism, 
the clergy’s endeavors to extinguish the fame |2nd nothing but the respectable name of the 
of this great man. When we forget the men | Bishop of Charleston, could have led me to sus- 
who gave us our liberty, we shall soon forget|)ec! that its contents were worthy of refuta- 
that priestcraft and kingcraft are the enemies ¥02- ‘The motive must, indeed, have been a 
of liberty; and so we shall become a willing! powerful one, that could have induced the Bish- 
prey. Shall it be said that the friends and mar-| °P to lend his name to sucha work in the 19th 
tyrs of liberty be sacrificed in this country to) Cemtury. For the credit of the age, the thing 
dignify a preacher’s discourse? and be remem-| Should be furgotten as soon as possible. If tho 
bered only to be cursed? Forbid it Heaven!|Catholic religion cannot be kept up without 
Forbid it Justice! Forbid it all ye who claim |Such devices, be assured that its fate is sealed. 
the proud title of American crrizen. Among the reasons that would induce one 
inetd. Bibvatinenia thc, Bind, Danie who believed in the possibility of miracles, to 
; ‘ : ; disbelieve this alleged miracle, are the follow- 
Christ—I venerate and respect the clergy ; but); ao: Oe eetihed elke at Wed t aoe 
I love the patriot more than I respect the min-|')>°,, 1°, P&mpine® pudisnes - bas aingtop, 
at papel -hurtly after the pretended event, exposing th 
ister who can find it in his heart, tohold up to), | ?.".! isp RES Id tp BU se pe 
* : a deception, has never yet been fairly replied to. 
publie execration, the memory of the man who} , ecknes of that naan te Bhianen tn te h 
was greater than he (the minister) can ever|) r of Bish E “a As te of vs vel th yon 
hope to be, and the time is not far distant, when | oo ete eae wt eae (ne) een 


an indignant public will frown down any at | BYMCKY, The testimony of the attending 
tempt of the kind w._ |Physicians is any thing but conclusive of the 


; miraculous nature of the cure, nor had they 

von TUR Waevann axanieen. | eC attentive to the case for a considerable 

To “Horace,” or Tux Sr. Lovis “STMEPHERD.” | ae P vo en a Grentas aaee by pre the 
affidavit of Dr. Jones than it was intended to 

Sir:—You, of all men in the world, should be| convey,asis shown by the fact that that gentle- 
the last man to complain of “personalities.”—| man was displeased with the use made “of his 
Every article published in the “Shepherd” over} testimony; and moreover, he no where hints 
your signature, has been characterized by low | that the sudden and favorable turn of the mala- 
scurility and personal abuse: these have uni- dy, was other than natural. The suspicious 
formly supplied the place of fact and argument.| circumstances of the altar, &c., alluded to in 
Why, then, you complain, when I endeavor to/my remarks of last week, are yet unexplained. 
make you sensible of the character of your|T shall mention but one other reason why the 
own weapons, I cannot percieve. | plead guilty! sudden restoration of the patient, must appear, 
to a pun upon your name and profession, but! even tothe credulous, any thing but miraculous. 
certainly to nothing so designedly offensive as) At page 82 of the pamphlet, we are informed 
epithets currently in use with you. He that) that nearly two hundred individuals afflicted 
gives @ joke (a poor one thcugh it may be,)| with disease, were, at the very moment of the’ 
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cure, and in this country alone, the subjects of|the best comment we can make thereon, is, to 
the same prayers, which, as it is supposed, mn-/ recommend it to others, to read and examine 
Samed the recovery of Mr. Mattingly, yet| for themselves. Our own mind was made up 
aeme lest tide. inde abdaimes’ bCOM I leave | before, in relation to the whole subject, gener- 
the reader to draw his own inferences. ally; and we see nothing in this work that 
J. R. D. P. | would lead us to change our opinion in regard 

=o phenoromnmett to the correctness of our views. In regard to 


(“FA worD TO ouR PATRON’: <0 the civil rights of the Catholics, we have all 


the sympathy and regard for them that we have 
ORIEN SS Laer f .e who yet : ’ . © , 
: w wr a or rakes ge t we are| ver had, and nothing shall induce us to depart 
pares paren oo rt seen par enses of {om it. Inregard to their religious notions, 
c . ‘ ‘ ‘ 


| . . . ° 
a |we would not give a pin for either theirs or th 
the present volume. From those especial. !y who oe a arrgthc srl or 
tie hall . oo hone |protestants. In regard to their discipline we 
owe us for vol. 1, we shall expect soon to 1 1€@T. 


W aacaal ahiheet daha | consider it severe and cruel, which never can 
© cannot continue our paper Wimeur mon? *|be productive of any good; and which may, 
Weare contented to give our own labours to tt. '€ 


_ nex yipe ; dng and no doubt often does produce much harm.— 
task of disseminating liberal principles; nay, 


'|In regard to secret societies generally, we need- 
we have already advanced funds to a no incon- 


q . od not this exposure to add to our disapproba- 
siderable amount, but we expect, and must have, tic ’n, if not detestation of all of them; and of 
pecuniary assistance. Those who are indebt-| 


: all , secret societies, those where femalesare se- 
ted to us, and who may wish the continuance of 


“teeth: : clude ‘d from the world, and the world as it were 
the Western Examiner, should look to it. chut ov''t from them, and no men to have access 
ia = 


LF tothem except such as by their religion are not 
RELIGIOUS. _._jallowed t ? marry, we should consider as having 
An attempt, it is said, was recently made to/ the most di ‘ngerous tendency, to say the least, 
communicate fire to the Roman Catholic Church| 2nd if nothin 1 proper is done, it ogg: be ow- 
of Auburn,N. Y. The culprit, on detection,|ing purely to their religious scruples! 
confessed that he had been instigated to the act,;. We underst, 2d that the work is to be an- 
by Protestants!—though no measures were|swered; but wha.t can be said, more than to de- 
taken to punish him. Pity for his parents and | ny the charges? This is to be expected of 
himself, (-ays the Catholic Sentine!l,—and a|course; and then the’ question will be, who tells 
regard for that divine mercy, constituting the|the truth, Miss Reed, °F the Lady Superior ?— 
noblest feature of the Catholic Church, influ-| We say to all, “accordu1g to your faith, be it 
enced the Reverend Mr. O’Donoughue thejunto you.” We have ha! @ personal interview 
Pastor, and the trustees, to conceal the crime | with Miss Reed, in presen ce with several oth- 
of the boy, and to throw over it the veil of for-| ers, and had heard some of ihe most important 
giveness. Here is another memorable in- | facts stated from her own lips, before the work 
stance, that our sublime doctrines shine in the} was published. She certainly ha.’ eyery appear- 
etherial sphere of charity, philanthropy and|ance of being a person of truth ; neither did. 
clemency. This noble act is an illustrative} che appear even to wish to exaggerate in any 
commentary on Catholic principles.” Wonder | particular, much less to “set down ought in mal- 
when mother-church became so indulgent ?—| ice.’—Boston Investigator. 
This we believe to be another trick, got up for! 
the purpose of exciting sympathy in favor of 
persecuted Catholics, and as an offset to the 
late riots. 
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Mormonism Trrumpnant.—We learn by & 
‘morning cotemporary, that a Mormon parsom 
sn recently held fourth in Franklin county, (Md.,} 

‘Six Monrus in a Convent’—We have |Upo" the ‘golden bible,’ which has been vouch- 
had recently put into our hands by the publish- S*fed to the followers of that faith, He was re- 
ers, a work under the above title, ‘or, the Nar- |Plied to by a Universalist clergyman ; and after 
rative of Rebecca Therese Reed, who was un-}sundry disputations, the question was taken 
der the influence of the Roman Catholics about | upon the subject of the resp ective beliefs. The 
two years, andan inmate of the Ursuline Con-| Mormons carried the question by a large ma- 


vent on Mount Benedict, Charlestown, Mass, J°tity—Boston Courier. 





nearly six months, in the year 1831—-2—with alin aka 
some preliminary suggestions by the committee| An Eastern Editor says of a cotemporary, 
of publication.’ that he ‘drinks so much beer, that he #urne sour 


We have carefully examined the work; and|every time it thunders.” 
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AnoTuerR victum.—Mr. James Leworthy,|the way of improvement, and only serves to 
aged thirty-one years, a very wealthy and re-| collect diseases and corruption, and proprietors 
spectable inhabitant of Westmoreland, in Onei-| refiise to come toany compromise, the communi- 
da county, put a period to his earthly existence) ty proceed in this as In some other cases; they 
on the 24th ult., by shooting himself with a gun.|set summarily to work—*they pui! down the 
The rash act was committed under mental de- house as a nuisance.” All other things have 
rangement, occasioned by the fear of endless) changed: why then should governments remain 
wo—despair of the divine mercy, and the) the same, an excrescence and an incumbrance 
dreadful apprehension of ceaseless sufferings in}on the state? It is only because they have 
hell, in which he had been taught conscientious-| most power and most interest to continue their 
ly to believe. He has left an afilicted mother|abuses. This circumstance is a reason why it 
almost frantic with grief, several other near re-|is doublyincumbent on those who are aggrieved 
latives and a numerous circle of friends to| by them to get rid of them; and makes the shock 
mourn his melancholy end. How many are the the greater, when opinion at last becomes a 
victims of that horrid, God-dishonoring, man-)mat¢h for arbitrary power. _ 
distroying dogma! And how long will it yet be; The feudal system was in full vigour al- 





cherished and propagated on the earth? 
: Mag. & Adv. 


—— OO 


mostup tothe period of the discovery of prin- 


iting. Much had been done since that time: but 


it was the object of the French Revolution to get 


FROM THE FREE ENQU:RER. | rid at one blow oc: the frame-work and of the last 

FRENCH REVOLUTION. relics of that system. Before the diffusion -of 
[Continued. ] i|knowledge and inquiry, governments were for 

The French Revolution might be described | the most part the growth of brute force or of bar- 
as a remote but inevitable result of the inven-|barous superstition. Power was in the hands of 
tion of the art of printing. ‘The gift of speech,/a few, who used it only to gratify their own 
or the communication of thought by words, is that| pride, cruelty, oravarice, and who took every 
which distingushes man from other animals./means to extend and cement it by fear and fa- 
But this faculty is limited and imperfect without/vour. The lords of the earth, disdaining torule 
the intervention of books, which render the/|by the choice, or for the benefit of the mass of 
knowledge possessed by every one in the com-/the community, whom they regarded and treat- 
munity accessible toall. There is no doubt,|ed as rio better than a herd of cattle, derived 
then, that the press, (as it Aas existed in mo-|their title from the skies, pretending to be ac- 
dern times) is the great organ of intellectual im- ‘countable for the exercise or abuse of their au- 
provement and civilization.* It was impossible, | thority to God only—the throne rested on the 
in this point of view, that those institutions, altar, and every species of atrocity or wanton 
which were founded in a state of society and/insult having power on its side, received the 
manners long anteriour to this second breathing | sanction of religion, which it was thenceforth 
of understanding into the life of man, should re-| impiety and rebellion against the wil! of heaven 
main on the same proud footing after it, withall |toimpugn. This state of things continued and 


their disproportions and defects. Many of| grew worse and worse, while knowlege and pow- 


these, indeed, must be softened by the lapse of 
time and influence of opinion, and give way of 
their own accord; but others are too deeply 
rooted in the passions and interests of men, to 
be wrenched asunder without violence, or by 
the mutual consent of the parties concerned; 
and itis this which makes revolutions neces- 
sary, with their train of lasting good and present 
evil. Whena government, like an old-fashon- 
ed building, has become crazy and rotten, stops 


* The free state of antiquity, or the republics in the 
middle ages, were single cities, where the spirit of liber-| 
ty and independence was called forth, and strengthened by | 
personal intercourse and communication. ‘The towns in, 
different parts of Europe, on the same principle, obtain- 
ed several immunities before the villains or conntry peo- 
ple thought of throwing off their yoke. . In Spain the 
cities are ripe for a revolution, while the peasantry are 
averse to any change. 





er were confined within mere local and personal 
limits. Each petty sovereign shut himself up in 
his castle or fortress, and scattered havoc and 
dismay over the unresisting country around him. 
In an age of ignorance and barbarism, when 
force and interest decided every thing, and rea- 
son had no means of making itself heard, what 
was to prevent this or that act as acheck upon 
it? The lord himself had no othermeasure of 
right than his own will: his pride and passions 
would blind him to every consideration of con- 
cience or humanity; he would regard every act 
of disobedience asa crime of the depest dye, 
and to give unbridled sway to his lawless hu- 
mours, would become the ruling passion and sole 
study of his life. How would it stand with 
those within the immediate circle of his influence 
or his vengeance! Fear would make them 
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cringe, and lick the feet of their haughty and| Tne Mysreriovs Firre. —Our citizerig 
capricious oppressor: the hope of reward or the| were all in a complete wonderment and mysti- 
dread of punishment would stifle the sense of | fication on Wednesday evening, in consequence 
justice or pity; despair of success would make | of a cannonading that was kept up for some time, 
them cowards, habit would confirm them into|and in rapid succession. Some imagined that 
slaves and they would look up with bigoted de-|the French had actually arrived, and had com- 
votion (the boasted loyalty of the good old times) menced the bombardment of Bath. Others 


























to the right of the strongest as the only law. 


king would only be the head of a confederation | ‘ken off the river. 
and the happiness or|conjectures and fears were put an end to, by the 


of such netty despots, 


A | that it was in consequence of the veto being ta- 


On Thursday, —— all 


rights of the people would be equally disregard-| arrival of an express, which brought the highly 


ed by both. 


Religion, as is always the case, | gratifyi ing intelligence that a “PROTRACTED 


became an accomplice and a party in the MEETING” had just closed in Greenbush, and 


crime; gave absolution and plenary indulgence 
for all sorts of enormities; granting the for give- 
ness of heaven in return fora rich jewel of fat 
abbeylands, and setting upa regular (and what 


the citizens were celebrating the glorious event 
by the discharge of cannon, &c. —Alb. Mic. 
D+ Oo 
Prorane Swearine.—The best law against 


in the end proved an intolerable) traffic in vio-|profanity is popular opinion, viz. fashion and 


lence, cruelty, and lust. 
law, there was none but what resided in the | 
breast of the Grand Seigneur, who hung up in 
his court-yard, without judge or jury, any one 
who dared utter the slightest. murmur against | 
the most flagrant wrong. Such must be the con-| 
sequence, as long as there was no commofii, 
standard or impartial jidge to appeal to; and 
this could only be found in public opinion, the 
offspring of books. As long as any unj stclaim 


or transaction was confined to the ‘knowledge of 


the parties concerned, the tyrant and the slave, 
which is the case in all unlettered states of so- 
ciety, might must prevail over right; for the 
strongest would bully,and the w eakest must sub- 
mit, even in his own defence, and persuade him- 
self that he was in the wrong, even in his own 
despite: but the instant the world (that dread 
jury) are impannelled, and called to look on and 
be umpires in the scene, so that nothing is done 
by connivance or in a corner, then reason 
mounts the j idgment-seat in lieu of passica or in- 
terest, and opinion becomes law, instead of ar- 
bitrary will; and farewell fendal lord, hypocri- 
tical priest, and sovereign king. 
[To be continued.] 


S34 
OMINOUS. 


The Catholics now have in the United States, 
as appears by a recent statistical statement of 
their own—382 churches—342_priests—20 
colleges and seminaries for males—60 semina- 
ries for females—and 17 convents. 

Ithas been ascertained, (says a New York 
paper,) from the official records of the custom 
ouses,as we are informed, that upwards of srx 

HUNDRED Roman Catholic missionaries have 
arrived in the United States within the last 
twelve monthe; 


As to the restraint of! ‘custom, 


As long as people believe in a god 
whois able to avenge his own wrongs, they will 
‘most assuredly callon him, in some way or other, 
|to avenge theirs also. Make as many laws a- 
;gainst it as you please, you cannot prevent it. 
But only let it go out of fashion; let ev ery gen- 
tleman avoid it; and none but the very vulgar 
will use “PROFANE SWEARING” (and we consider 
all swearing profane) on any occasion what- 
ever. 


To those who believe in God, to take his name 
in vain, or to use it in'an irreverent manner, is 
certainly profane, and ought to be discounten- 
‘anced. But I would make no law against it; 
let God punish it in his own way and time, and 
by his own means, if he dislikes it. But to 
those who do not believe in God, to use such 
language as believers consider profane, i is ab- 
solutely foolish. It adds no weight to one’s 
assertions; no man is believed any the sooner 
for it; and any man can express himself with 
more propriety without it—Boston Investigator. 


| 


Heit surnt ur.—A postscript of the 6th, 
to the Editors, says—*You may announce, if 
you choose, in the Journal, that all Hell is burnt 
up. Last night about 10 o'clock a fire broke 
out here [Augusta] in a place called “Hell's 
Half Acre.” and swept it out clean. It was 
really amusing to hear them running in the 








streets, and hallooing, all Hell’s afire !” 
Geo. Journal. 





Fools neglect and despise the benefits they 
possess; they turn all their views towards the 
future: wise men derive present pleasure 
from the thoughts of what they have enjoyed, 
and even lost advantages are reflected on with 
t dissatisfaction. 


Ss: 


ee 9 



























































112 





— 











EI —_ aes 
PAINE CELEBRATION at Pittsburg, Pa.,| 
January 29th, 1835. 


Agreeably to previous arrangement, a highly | 
respectable number of the citizens assembled | 
at Concert Hall, to commemorate the Birth | 
Day of that great revolutionary patriot, 
THOMAS PAINE. | 


Mr. SAMUEL SMITH President, Mr. Jos. 
Cuester Vice President. Dr. Callaghan, at! 
the request of the Committee of Arrangment,| 
delivered an appropriate address, giving an ab-| 
stract of the biography of Mr. Paine anda sy-| 
nopsis of the politics of the day. | 

Among the toasts given on the occasion, all | 
of which are good, we find the following: 

The memory of that great apostle of liberty, | 
THOMAS PAINE, author of the Rights of 
Man, Age of Reason and Common Sense; the | 
hero of two revolutions, the sage and statesman | 
of Europe and America, Secretary to Congress, 
Secretary to the Legislature of Pennsylvania | 


and the terror of kings, priests, and tyrants. _| 





Reform of the Constitution of Pennsylvania ;|‘;, a 
| 


We have no right to be governed by the dead— 
we claim the right of governing ourselves. 

The School Law of Pennsylvania—It is bet- 
ter to pay teachers to educate our children, than 
tax ourselves for the support of judges, jails, 
penitentiaries, and hangmen—without educa- 
tion we can have no republic. 

The superior class of society—Those who 
earn their living by productive industry. 

The priest-led women of the United States. 
Unworthy of being either the mothers, 
the daughters,. the sisters or the wives, 
of republicans. He that goes to the priests’ 
shops for a wife, had better look out 
for snags. 

Religious sectarians—Firebrands in society, 
whose aim is to divide man from man—to array 
sister against brother, father against son and 
the mother against the daughter; led on by 
gangs of unprincipled priests for their own ag- 
_ grandizement and emolument. 

The priest-led bigots of the United States; 
who calumniate the memory cf Thomas Paine, 
are unworthy of the government under which 
they live. 

The prosecution and imprisonment of Doctor 
Charles Knowlton, of Massachusetts, because 
he is a learned medical philosopher, is a dis- 
grace to that state, and to the United States. 

The prosecution of Abner Kneeland, of Bos- 
ton, because he is a learned theologist, is a dis- 
grace to that state, and to the United States. 

Priests of all denominations—Infamous and 
unpriacipled nsen, who; while they are bidding 


you look at their pretended heaven, are b 
picking you pockets. 

Convents, nunneries, monasteries, churches 
and chapels; if burning them is held a crime, 
building them should be equally so. We view 
them as so many priestly engines employed a~ 
gainst the rights and liberties of this republic. 

Wafer god making—A species of domestic 
manufacture which rational beings, or good re- 
publicans do not patronize. 

The proselyting priest, the quack doctor and 


usy 


ithe lawyer: If they must live, may they live on 


each other. 
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